
 Deerfield Elementary Newsletter 

 Mid -Winter Edition 

 Message from the Principal 
 Wow! It is hard to believe that we have already had 100 days of school! This school 

 year is going by fast! In just a few weeks, we will be setting the clocks ahead and 

 springing into Spring! With that comes NYS ELA and Math Assessments for our 

 students in grades 3-5 and COGAT assessments for our 2nd graders. Please keep 

 working with your child(ren) to develop math fact fluency (memorizing math facts) and 

 reading comprehension. One of the best ways to help a child become a strong reader 

 is to have the child read frequently and engage in conversation about the text.  These 

 grassroot skills are instrumental to academic success!! 

 COGATS: Grade 2:  Week of March 6th 

 NYS ELA: March 29th & 30th 

 NYS Math: April 26th & 27th 

 Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to a strong second half 

 of the school year and hope to have many exciting things happening ahead! 

 Have a great Winter Recess! 

 SCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED FEB 21 - 25 

 ENJOY!!! 



 Upcoming Important Dates 
 March 13th - Daylight Savings Time Begins - Clocks Ahead 1 Hour 

 March 18th - Superintendent’s Conference Day -  No  School 

 March 22nd - Board of Education Meeting, 7:00 pm 

 April 5th - Board of Education Meeting, 7:00 pm 

 April 6th - PTA Meeting, 5:30 pm 

 April 11-18 - Spring Recess - School Closed 

 April 25th - Parent Teacher Conference - Noon Dismissal 

 Parent Drop off & Bus Schedule 
 PARENT DROP OFF is between 9:10 am - 9:25 am. Parents, if you arrive after 9:25 am 

 you must come into the building to sign-in your child. 

 Buses arrive and unload between 9:00-9:10AM **  Please  do not enter Schoolhouse Road 

 during this time*** 

 PARENT PICK UP is between 3:10 pm- 3:20 pm 

 Buses load at 3:20PM and leave the school by 3:30PM. 

 CLASSROOM NEWS 

 In  ELA  this 

 quarter,  we 

 have  focused 

 on  new  sight 

 words, 

 identifying  story  elements  such  as  author’s  purpose, 

 comparing  and  contrasting,  and  main  idea.  We  also  focused 

 on  constructing  “  how  to”  writing  pieces  using  transitional 

 words.  In  Math,  we  focused  on  representing  and 

 interpreting  data,  counting  by  1s  and  10s  to  120  and  we  have  recently  introduced 



 place  value.  In  Social  Studies,  we  finished  our  National  Heritage  unit  which 

 focused  on  the  Revolutionary  war  as  well  as  historical  figures  and  events  during 

 the  time  period.  In  Science,  we  have  introduced  our  Sun  and  Night  Sky  unit!  In 

 the  upcoming  weeks  we  will  begin  our  Animal  Wax  Museum  project.  More 

 information  will  be  sent  home  next  month!  PARP  has  kicked  off  and  the 

 students  have  been  working  so  hard  reading  every  night!  Our  themed  days  have 

 been  so  much  fun!  Our  students  have  worked  very  hard  this  quarter  and  we  are 

 all very proud of the progress they have made! 

 ~First Grade Teachers :) 

 We  are  having  so  much  fun  in  2nd  grade!  We  are  so 

 excited  to  see  our  students  continue  to  grow  as 

 learners and as individuals. 

 The  following  is  what  we  have  been  working  on  in 

 2nd  grade.  Please  continue  to  revisit  these 

 strategies throughout the year: 

 Math-  subtracting  within  100  using  various  strategies,  fluently  subtracting 

 within  100,  solving  word  problems  involving  addition  and  subtraction,  working 

 with  time  and  money.  We  will  continue  to  add  and  subtract  3  digit  numbers  in  the 

 weeks to come! 

 ELA-  cause  and  effect,  author’s  purpose,  facts  and  details,  compare  and 

 contrast, draw conclusions 

 Writing-  narrative  and  informational  writing  pieces,  stating  a  claim  by  answering 

 and  turning  around  questions,  finding  two  strong  details  to  support  claims, 

 implementing  an  evidence-based  term  when  answering  a  written  response,  while 

 learning the components and terms of RACE 



 Fundations-  consonants  and  vowels,  consonant  digraphs,  consonant  blends,  /k/ 

 sound,  closed  syllable,  bonus  letter  rule  for  ff,  ll,  ss  and  sometimes  z,  blending, 

 reading  and  writing  glued  sounds,  r  controlled  words,  vowel  teams,  prefixes, 

 suffixes,  plurals,  future,  present  and  past  tense,  two-syllable  words,  compound 

 words, syllable division, words with ic, words with silent e 

 Science-  As  we  finish  up  our  unit  the  dynamic  earth, 

 we will be moving on to our diversity of life unit! 

 Social  Studies-  We  will  continue  to  work  on  the 

 principles of American democracy. 

 We  are  looking  forward  to  our  2nd  grade  Career  Day! 

 More  information  about  this  exciting  day  to  follow! 

 Please  start  discussing  with  your  child  what  they 

 aspire to be in the future. 

 ~ Mrs. Zabek, Miss Murad & Mr. Chapin :) 

 In  the  second  quarter,  we 

 have  been  working  hard  to 

 develop  reading 

 comprehension.  Students 

 focused  on  various  comprehension  strategies  such  as  comparing  and 

 contrasting,  drawing  conclusions,  identifying  the  author’s  purpose,  summarizing 

 the  main  idea  and  supporting  details,  literary  elements,  evaluating  graphic 

 sources,  and  generalizing.  We  are  also  continuing  to  practice  responding  to  text 

 in  writing  using  the  RACE  strategy.  Additionally  in  quarter  2,  we  focused  on 

 opinion writing and supporting our claims with strong details. 

 In  Math,  we  are  continuing  to  fine-tune  our  multiplication  and  division  fluency. 

 The  students  learned  to  find  the  area  of  regular  and  irregular  shapes,  interpret 



 and  create  graphs  and  data,  and  round  numbers  to  the  nearest  ten  and  hundred. 

 We  are  currently  working  on  comprehending  and  solving  multi-step  word 

 problems. 

 In  Science,  we  have  studied  how  animals  adapt  to  the  environment  in  order  to 

 survive.  We  are  moving  forward  with  our  Government  unit  and  are  learning 

 about  different  types  of  governments  around  the  world  and  how  they  compare 

 to the United States government. 

 We  are  proud  of  the  students’  hard  work  in  quarter  2  and  are  looking  forward 

 to  seeing  even  more  progress.  The  NYS  ELA  and  Math  Tests  are  coming  up 

 this  spring  and  we  will  begin  preparing  for  them  within  the  next  few  weeks. 

 Please  continue  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  reading  nightly  and  practicing 

 multiplication and division facts. 

 ~  The Third Grade  Team 

 As  you  read  in  the  last 

 newsletter,  there  was  a  lot 

 to  cover  in  Quarter  2,  and 

 fourth  graders  worked  hard! 

 We  will  be  just  as  busy  in 

 Quarter 3, as students will be focusing on the following skills and topics: 

 ELA  :  We  will  continue  practicing  a  variety  of  reading  comprehension  & 

 writing  skills/strategies  taught  in  conjunction  with  our  literacy  series, 

 Reading  Street  .  This  quarter,  the  focus  is  on  cause  &  effect,  making 

 generalizations,  reading  graphic  sources,  inferencing,  and  of  course, 

 R.A.D.D./R.A.C.E. writing! 

 Math  :  Using  our  enVision  2.0  math  series,  we  will  majorly  be  working  with 

 fractions  and  mixed  numbers  in  Quarter  3.  This  includes  equivalent  fractions, 



 comparing  fractions,  adding  &  subtracting  fractions  and  mixed  numbers,  etc. 

 We  will  also  be  focusing  heavily  on  line  plots,  measurement,  and  geometry  . 

 (  As  a  reminder,  all  students  must  continue  working  on  fact  fluency  moving  forward-thank 

 you!) 

 Social  Studies  :  Last  quarter,  we  focused  mostly  on  regions  of  New  York 

 State  as  we  wrapped  up  the  geography  portion  of  social  studies.  In  Quarter 

 3,  we  will  shift  to  the  history  portion  of  the  year  and  focus  heavily  on  Native 

 Americans  (the  Iroquois,  or  Haudenosaunee)  of  NYS,  as  well  as  explorers  (ex. 

 Hudson and Champlain) of NYS. 

 Science  :  Students  loved  learning  all  about  energy  last  quarter!  This  quarter, 

 we  will  study  the  different  types  of  simple  machines,  as  well  as  concepts 

 related to buoyancy. 

 Please remind your child to  check Google Classroom  regularly  , as well! 

 We appreciate your continued support! :-) 

 **Please note that  NYS assessments  are still scheduled  for this spring** 

 For 4  th  grade, scheduled testing dates are as follows: 

 ●  ELA  -March 29th & 30th 

 ●  Math  -April 26th & 27th 

 ●  Science  -May 25th & June 6th 



 In  ELA  this  quarter,  we  focused  on 

 identifying  the  author’s  purpose  using  the 

 PIE  strategy.  We  also  focused  on  writing 

 a  compare  and  contrast  piece  on  Ellen 

 and  Annemarie  from  Number  the  Stars. 

 We  have  recently  finished  reading  Shiloh 

 and  the  students  loved  learning  about  the 

 character  and  the  character  traits,  as  well  as  the  cause  and  effect  of  many 

 events  within  the  story.  The  students  truly  loved  this  book  and  want  to  read  the 

 other  two  books  in  the  series.  We  discussed  the  theme  of  the  book  and 

 supporting  details.  In  the  upcoming  weeks  we  will  be  focusing  on  preparation  for 

 the  state  test  and  test  taking  strategies  as  well  as  reviewing  previously  taught 

 skills.  We  will  also  take  this  time  to  really  hone  in  on  writing  skills.  We  will  then 

 begin reading Wonder. 

 In  science,  we  have  wrapped  up  our  Space  System  unit  and  will  soon  begin  to 

 make  investigations  in  our  Chemistry  unit.  In  social  studies,  we  are  learning 

 about  different  types  of  governments  and  how  each  type  of  government 

 functions. Next in social studies, we will begin to study economics. 

 In  math,  the  students  have  been  working  diligently  on  adding,  subtracting, 

 multiplying,  and  dividing  fractions  with  like  and  unlike  denominators.  In  March, 

 they  will  be  learning  about  volume  and  units  of  measurement.  When  completed 

 with  those  concepts,  they  will  start  preparing  for  the  New  York  State  Test 

 which will be given the last week of April. 



 We  are  continuing  to  build  our  skills  in 

 Music  -  creating  music,  performing 

 music  using  our  voice  and  classroom 

 instruments,  responding  to  music  that 

 we  hear,  and  connecting  music  to 

 different cultures and historical periods. 

 Orchestra,  Band,  and  Chorus  are  in  full  swing!  We  are  looking  forward  to  our 

 Deerfield  Spring  Concert,  which  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  May  12,  2022  at 

 6:30  pm  in  the  High  School  Auditorium.  More  information  about  this  will  be 

 forthcoming as the concert draws closer. 

 Please  continue  to  encourage  your  Orchestra  and  Band  students  to  practice 

 their instruments at home! 

 Thank you for your support! 

 Mrs. Decker (Vocal Music, Band, Chorus) & Mrs. Driscoll (Orchestra) 

 Hello from the nurses office! 

 Thank  you  for  your  help  with  the  important  requirement 

 of  physicals.  If  you  have  not  yet  sent  in  your  child’s 

 physical,  please  do  so  now.  It  is  easiest  to  simply  be  in 

 the  habit  of  sending  in  the  physical  each  year  when  it  is 

 done.  You  can  send  it  to  school  with  your  child,  or  email  it  to  me  at 

 cmiller@wboro.org  ,  or  ask  your  practitioner  to  fax  it  to  me  at  (315)266-3416. 

 The  school  nurse  practitioner  will  be  coming  in  soon,  and  will  complete  physicals 

 if you have not sent one in. 

 Please  call  when  your  child  has  any  symptoms  of  illness,  and  I  will  be  more  than 

 happy  to  help  you  decide  what  testing  and  notes  are  required.  I  am  always  happy 

 to  talk  with  anyone!  My  direct  number  is  (315)266-3414.  And,  since  I  am  also 

 responsible for attendance, this helps complete that. 

 ~Nurse Miller 

mailto:cmiller@wboro.org


 Hi  from  Ms.  Ross  and  Mrs.  Smith!  It  is  hard  to  believe 

 we  are  entering  into  our  Third  Quarter  of  school!  All 

 the  students  have  been  working  very  hard  on  letter 

 formation,  printing  full  names,  Valentine  activities,  and 

 participating  in  new  v  isual  perceptual  games.  During  the 

 Third  Quarter,  the  students  will  be  involved  in  St.  Patrick’s  Day  activities, 

 Easter  Egg  Hunts,  and  continuation  of  printing  skills.  Keep  up  all  the  hard 

 work to our students!!! You make us PROUD!!  !! 

 PARP Book Exchange 

 Thank you to everyone who 

 donated to the Book Exchange. 

 We had hundreds of books for 

 our students to choose from! 

 During PARP, we want to get books in the hands of all of our students and 

 each year the Book Exchange has helped us do just that! 


